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Employee Spotlight
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Joined PBT Farm Management in 
April 2019

Transitioned to Farm Manager 
Director in 2021

Grew up in Inman, KS, involved in 
many aspects of agriculture

Graduate of Central Christian 
College in McPherson

Interest in a variety of sports, 
especially baseball and golf

Visit Andrew at the North Branch in 
McPherson!
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KFAC Takes Farm Life to Students
As more and more children become less connected to farming, ranching and 
agricultural ways of life, the future of agriculture is therefore vitally dependent 
upon a targeted educational program with a specific goal. That goal would be 
to make certain these young consumers and future leaders have an “impactful” 
exposure to just how their daily lives indeed have agricultural connections.
This is why the Kansas Foundation for Ag in the Classroom was formed
nearly 40 years ago.

Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (KFAC) is a non-profit 
organization headquartered on the K-State campus that is 100% grant and 
donor-funded. KFAC is a statewide educational program providing resources, 
training, and support for schools, educators, and volunteers to spark meaningful 
connections between classrooms and Kansas agriculture.

Subject matter presented to the students largely ties food and non-food items, 
such as clothing, fuel, pharmaceuticals, plastics, and horticultural commodities, to 
modern day agriculture.

How do teachers gain access to these lesson plans? KFAC provides free 
resources to Kansas teachers to assist them in incorporating agriculture in their 
classrooms through a variety of lesson plans, resources, and activities spanning 
many different subject areas. KFAC also provides educators with professional 
development to give them a more in-depth look into agriculture.

Peoples Bank and Trust is a supporter of these educational efforts. We believe 
that the future of agriculture can be positively impacted by creatively exposing 
kids to interesting things about agriculture that they may never have experienced 
otherwise.

If you would like more information about KFAC, simply go online to
www.ksagclassroom.org          
Article by Dale Ladd
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4 Ag Policy Issues to Watch in 2023
When it comes to Washington D.C., the crystal ball is always cloudy. In separating the signals (a few) from the noise (a lot), 
Jim Wiesemeyer, Pro Farmer policy analyst, is keeping his eyes on some key topics in the year ahead.

NEW FARM BILL

One is coming but it might not be in 2023, says Wiesemeyer (This will be the 11th farm bill he’s analyzed out of 19 total.). 
Analysts expect the Senate to finish a bill by the August recess, but they are not so sure about the House, which will be 
controlled by Republicans. But talks with incoming House Agriculture Committee Chairman G.T. Thomson, R-Pa., show his 
passion for getting a bill through. Early in 2023, Thompson will check in with his panel members on their thoughts for a new 
farm bill.

NEW FARM BILL

During President Joe Biden’s first two years in office, trade policy has not been a key focus, Wiesemeyer says. That could 
change with these issues:

IMMIGRATION REFORM

Leaders and centrists from both parties want to prove a split Congress does not mean total deadlock, Wiesemeyer says. 
One area is immigration reform. Republicans insist on border security measures first, then they will give somewhat on other 
immigration issues favored by Democrats. We will likely know within the first six months of 2023 if there is a chance of 
compromise.

CROP INSURANCE

Talks with private crop insurance companies signal a new option could be coming: The IMP or individual Margin Protection. 
However, if it is approved, it would be a 2024 crop year product with a Sept. 30, 2023, sales closing.

Mexico:

The country’s president has delayed until 2025 his goal to ban imports of GMO corn, specifically food (white) corn. 
Of the around 18 million tons of U.S. corn Mexico imports, nearly 20% is white corn. Mexico is going to study the 
impacts of GMO corn for the next two years, ahead of their possible ban, but trade policy experts signal this issue 
will eventually be worked out. If not, it will be challenged via the U.S.-Mexico- Canada trade agreement.
New Trade Agreements:

The Biden administration has a different approach to trade policy, deemphasizing traditional trade agreements. 
But some of his congressional Democrats are sounding a lot like Republicans who favor traditional trade accords. 
Look for a push to get one with the United Kingdom, which would likely boost U.S. livestock feed exports as U.K. 
producers want competitively priced feed.
China:

U.S. ag clearly has a lot of eggs in China’s trade basket. Experts say we can and should expand markets elsewhere 
because within the next five years China will “deal” with Taiwan. If so, U.S.-China trade ties would again be 
contentious. Also, Brazil recently sold China corn, and that is expected to accelerate. That means a shift in corn
trade around the world.

Schafer, Sara. “4 AG Policy Issues to Watch in 2023 | AgWeb.” 4 Ag Policy Issues to Watch in 2023, AgWeb, 29 Dec. 2022,
https://www.agweb.com/news/policy/politics/4-ag-policy-issues-watch-2023.
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December 27, 2022
Valid 7 a.m. EST

(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2022)
U.S. Drought Monitor

Kansas
None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 0.25 99.75 85.60 68.86 57.03 36.85

Last Week 0.25 99.75 85.60 68.86 57.03 36.85

3 Months Ago 1.48 98.52 82.55 67.05 52.70 24.90

Start of 
Calendar Year 25.19 74.81 52.34 14.06 2.45 0.00

Start of
Water Year 1.48 98.52 82.55 67.05 52.70 24.90

One Year Ago 27.20 72.80 50.49 13.76 0.98 0.00

12-20-2022

09-27-2022

01-04-2022

09-27-2022

12-28-2021

Author:
Richard Heim
NCEI/NOAA

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Intensity:
None

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

The Use of Multi-Year Flex Accounts

KS Drought Monitor KS Mesonet Precipitation Totals as of January 4th

Because of the drought that began last fall, many Kansas farmers have entered their water rights into Multi-Year Flex 
Accounts (MYFA). The Kansas Department of Agriculture’s Division of Water Resources released this option in 2012 to 
provide water usage flexibility for water right owners. This option replaces the annual base water right and allocates 
an authorized quantity over a 5-year term. This allows the water right holder to exceed their annual authorized rate in a 
dry year but restricts them from over pumping during the 5-year term. By doing so they are taking a risk as they have to 
correctly allocate their water usage throughout next years. Due to the lack of moisture this year, many farmers have used 
this as a tool to give them a better chance to produce a normal yield in what has been a veru abnormal year. Other water 
conservation tools to combat the current drought that farmers may use include drought-tolerant crop varieties, cropping 
patterns, and irrigation technologies.
Article by Payton Stevenson
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WASHINGTON, DC, US — US agricultural exports in fiscal year 2023 are projected at 
$190 billion, down $3.5 billion from the August forecast, according to the Economic 
Research Service of the US Department of Agriculture. This decrease primarily is driven 
by reductions in soybeans, cotton, and corn exports that are partially offset by gains in 
beef, poultry, and wheat, the ERS said.

The report said soybean exports are forecast down $2.4 billion, to $32.8 billion, due to 

smaller production and increased competition from South America. Cotton exports are 
forecast down $1 billion, to $6 billion, based on lower unit values and subdued demand. 
Grain and feed exports are projected to decrease by $300 million, to $46.2 billion, with 
declines in corn, sorghum, and rice exports partially offset by higher exports of wheat 
and feeds and fodders.

The forecast for corn is down $600 million, to $18.5 billion, on lower volumes. Livestock, poultry, and dairy exports are 
forecast to increase by $300 million, to $41.4 billion, as increases in beef, poultry, and variety meat exports more than offset 
declines in pork and the value of dairy exports. Beef exports are up $500 million, to $10.3 billion, driven by higher prices. 
Ethanol exports are unchanged at $4.2 billion from the August forecast and remain a record if realized.

The ERS noted that agricultural exports to China are forecast at $34 billion, down $2 billion from the August projection, due 
to lower export prospects for soybeans, cotton, sorghum, and pork. China is expected to remain the largest market for US 
agricultural exports.

US agricultural imports in 2023 are forecast at $199 billion, up $2 billion from the August forecast, largely driven by 

higher imports of horticultural products, sugar and tropical products, and grain and feed products. A strong dollar, while a 
headwind to the export forecast, is partially responsible for the higher import demand, the ERS said.

Donley, Arvin. “US AG Exports Expected to Fall in 2023.” WorldGrain, World Grain, 3 Jan. 2023, https://www.world-grain.com/articles/17924-us-ag-exports-expected-to-fall-
in-2023.

US Ag Exports Expected to Fall in 2023
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